MARGINS
Case studies—we’re going to give you a couple of scenarios and then ask you how these stories might finish

1. Bill worked at the seminary, it was always understaffed. Betty homeschooled their four kids. People started dropping by from 6 am onwards. Bill started teaching at 8 am, so requests and visits landed on Betty who was trying to get the kids fed and into their lessons. Bill came home for lunch. Their car was having problems but there was no free day to take it into the city for a good tune-up, and they didn’t feel safe with Betty driving alone for shopping, so she had to find rides with others that were going, or take public transportation with all the kids. The academic dean kept adding classes to Bill’s schedule, and Bill couldn’t say no because he knew the dean was desperate—but it meant long days. Betty was expected to be at women’s Bible study, and after only 6 weeks there she was informed that she would be leading it. Having had LAMP Made Practical, they knew they were supposed to be doing language learning, and their unit leader kept after them about whether they had a language helper or not.

Betty wasn’t sleeping well, and it might have been the Larium, but she was having her recurring dream about not having her homework done, or the assignment was due and she was way behind.

Bill and Betty used to have a weekly Bible study and prayer time together, but with Bill doing so much study for classes, and their time so limited, they never got back into those special times.

HOW MIGHT THIS STORY END?
2. Richard, a single guy, was never a business man. When he got to his place of ministry, he found it hard to live amongst people who were so much poorer than himself, and couldn’t say no to the various requests from neighbours and new friends…even people he had never met before! He was driving people to the hospital, transporting corpses, and never got paid for the petrol. Pastors needed bicycle parts, books. Neighbours needed oil, salt, medicines. He felt guilty for all the clothes he had packed into his 20 k allowance of baggage, and often lent something that never came back. His tools were borrowed and never returned. 

HOW MIGHT THIS STORY END?

3. Colin and Janice had taken to heart the advice they received from their home church (and again at ABO) about maintaining margins and not burning out.

So they structured into their week a day off on Wednesdays. Friday nights were game/video night with popcorn. Every other weekend they spent an overnight at a hotel with a pool. Twice a month Colin went golfing. When asked to take on some extra responsibilities at the mission station, Colin refused because he knew it would just eat into his time and make him too busy. They refused to answer the door before 8 am. They didn’t allow themselves to be milked by all of the requests for food, money and medicines. “Just say no” was their motto. “The poor will always be with us, Jesus said.”

Janice suffered from ME/Chronic Fatigue Syndrome 10 years ago, so she needed to make sure she had 8-9 hours of sleep/night and an afternoon nap. She found the ladies’ Bible study tedious, so she stopped going.

They felt strongly that they needed to keep up with their prayer partners back home, so spent several hours every day on e-mail. They were very excited when they found out there was the possibility of skype! And texting on their mobiles was a brilliant way of keeping in touch with everyone on a daily basis back home.

HOW MIGHT THIS STORY END? 

